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Durga Puja and Our Economic Health

Pratap Banerjee, Principal

The Durga puja is the greatest festival in not only in West Bengal but also in
all over India. Devi Durga is worshiped as the goddess of Shakti (Power) to
win over all demons (evils). The Durga Mata gives joy, love and peace to us.
The Durga puja festivities continue for a period of five days. Actually, it
begins on Mahalaya and after five days the inauguration of the puja takes
place on Mahasashti. The other days of the puja are Mahasaptami,
Mahaastami, Mahanabami and Dashami. This long celebration of Durga
puja has a huge impact on the economy of West Bengal and somewhat on
the Indian economy. Each puja committee prepares the budget at least
two/three months before puja according to their aim and capacity. The
funds are collected from various diversified sources: Subscription and
Donation from members and local peoples, sponsorship of companies,
advertisements in the souvenir etc. In the present situation, the big budget
for puja is generally fixed up more than 1 Crore, the expenditure of
medium-budget puja is in the band from 20 lacs to 1 Crore and low-budget
puja estimates their incomes & expenditure upto 5 lacs. If we consider the
least number of puja, 500 in each category in all over Bengal, we can
estimate the total investment is not less than approximate 500 crore by the
total puja committees during the festival period. The budgeted amount is
generally spent on the account of Pandel and its decoration, Idol of Devi
Durga and her children, Lighting, Sound system, puja & priest, safety and
security, fees payable to local authority/Govt. agencies for providing
service, inauguration ceremony and cultural programme, publication of
souvenir and hand-bill, emersion and others unallocated heads. The money
circulates from top to bottom which implies that money flows from affluent
society to the hands of the workers under unorganized sector. The Durga
Mata comes as a blessing to these poverty-stricken people of Bengal.
Potters get money, low-skilled construction workers/ carpenters/
laborers get money, electricians get money, Drummers (Dhakis) get
money, more specifically different service-providers enjoy all- seasoned-
best money. Those who performs the cultural programme such as cinema
artists, singers, musicians, Band-parties, Dance-groups they also enjoy
stop-gap money. Moreover, Printers and publishers also become
economically benefitted by publishing souvenir and various story books.
The money also comes as a blessing to the grocery shops as the public
consumed more in such auspicious occasion and they sell various items
relating to the puja to the puja committee. The banking transaction
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becomes high on account of the Durga puja. This festival opens a big chance
to the trader to make their businesses at all time high in any fiscal year. It is
the customs that the devotees of the goddess Durga use new dresses during
the period of puja. On this occasion, the people buy more than one set of
dress for themselves. The people also buy shoes, bed-sheet/bed covers,
utensils, accessories, cosmetics, jewellery etc. The shop-owners offer
discount on different consumer durables to attract the public. The most of
the shops remain opens for long time well before puja, even on Sundays
and holidays. The hawkers also earn handsome profits. The restaurants
and street food stalls also make high profits. The businesses of travel
agencies and tour-operators also become high in such time as many busy
persons like doctors, lawyers and teachers choose this time for travelling to
the other states/countries. All waits for these sunny days. The Government
of West Bengal, The railway, Post and Telegraphs etc also declares puja
bonus for a section of their work-force.

The total economic impact can be categorized as follows:

* Creation of short-term employment

* Increase in labour supply

* Increase in standard of living

* Increased awareness of the region as a travel/tourism destination
* Increased investment and commercial activity in the region

* Price increases during event.

So, we can conclude that the goddess Durga not only brings pleasure and
happiness among us, it also riches us financially.
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"One of the key problems we encountered in our original project was that
it was very hard to come by transcripts or texts of subaltern views,
opinions, testimony. These were rare because the

standard historical archive simply did not have such records. So one of
the things that we tried out-and Guha was one of the best exemplars of
this — was to take standard, official historical accounts - those left by
government officials, landlords, elite groups, etc. and to read them against
the grain. That is, to actually discover a hidden transcript which we could
read as the subaltern speaking. This was of course a reading technique,
and the essay you referred to "The Prose of Counter Insurgency” - is a
very fine example of how this was done. [2TEFF =< HiiGife @SB ARSI
Q3 BB FERE | AFFRIF &29 FCERE Richard McGrail, PhD Student,
Anthropology, Stanford University]
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Creativity and the Brain
Dr. Abhijit Ghosh
Assistant Professor, Department of English

How does great literature happen? What is the source of artistic
creativity? Is it inspiration or conscious and disciplined effort, is it genius
or skill, that produces immortal literary works. This is one of the great
debates in the history of English literature especially between the
formidable Neoclassicists and the illustrious Romantics. The 18th century
stalwart Alexander Pope quipped “True ease in writing comes from art, not
chance, As those move easiest who have learn'd to dance.” In the Romantic
revolution at the onset of the nineteenth century, William Wordsworth
refuted the emphasis on “art” with the celebrated definition of poetry as
“the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings,” and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge claimed that imagination was a divine gift available to a select
few. Coleridge claimed to have composed entire poems in dreams, and
there are quite a few poets who have consciously used dream images to
communicate emotions that are beyond rational understanding. Some
novelists and story writers too have revealed that dreams were the source
of their ideas. Many artists have relied on the hidden realm of the
unconscious for creative ideas; and, psychological criticism would have us
believe that even conscious choice of images and expressions are related to
unconscious processes of the mind. The power and source of creativity has
remained a mystery.

Maybe divine imagination and human reason, the unconscious realm of
dream and the conscious arena of knowledge and craft are not polar
opposites after all, maybe creativity is a complex process that combines
both. When Robert Frost says, “Poetry is when an emotion has found its
thought and the thought has found words,” it reveals a conscious or
unconscious process behind the origin of a poem. Creativity may be
understood as a process happening in the brain. In recent times the diverse
branches of study included under the cognitive sciences are seeking to
understand the brain. Cognition is the mental process of acquiring
knowledge and understanding through the information received by the five
senses and from experience and thought. The cognitive sciences are
examining creativity under the rubric of ‘creative cognition’ that involves
Inspecting mental structures and processes to explore how creative ideas
are generated.

Present research rules out any difference between the structures and
processes that underlie ordinary thinking and creative thinking, the
workings of an ordinary mind and a ‘creative’ mind. The difference,
according to creative cognition, lies in the breadth and the diversity of
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knowledge, and the capacity or intensity of memory to use that knowledge.
This finding reminds us of Wordsworth's famous characterisation of a poet,
where he says that a poet is, “a man, it is true, endowed with more lively
sensibility, more enthusiasm and tenderness, who has a greater knowledge
of human nature, and a more comprehensive soul, than are supposed to be
common among mankind.” Creative cognition also reveals that the ability
to associate distant, even disparate ideas or objects, signals creative power.
Creative people are able to focus their attention on a broader scope of
things. Quite ironically therefore, Samuel Johnson’s disparaging criticism
of metaphysicals for producing poetry where “The most heterogeneous
ideas are yoked by violence together,” appears to be a fitting appraisal of
the metaphysical creative genius.

Although Cognitive sciences are developing crucial insights into the
brain, we must understand that it considers the materiality of the brain as
primary, it treats the brain as an intelligent machine. The mind, psychology
and subjectivity have become largely secondary concerns, or derivative and
drawing upon the brain. This appears to be a stumbling block if we tend to
perceive artistic creativity as special and different from scientific or other
forms of creativity or innovative thinking. On the whole, therefore, creative
power remains an enigma. The concepts generated by creative cognition
are still quite inadequate and the human brain remains a dark and
mysterious terrain.
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Decoding the “Monstrous Feminine” in Greek and Roman Mythology
Soma Biswas
Assistant Professor, Department of English

“Men have committed the greatest crime against women (...) They have led
them to hate women, to be their own enemies.”

— Hélene Cixous, The Laugh of the Medusa

In the rich tapestry of Greek and Roman mythology, a significant number of
the most iconic monsters are coded as female. From the venomous Gorgon
Medusa to the half-woman, half-sea monster Scylla, these terrifying
creatures reveal much about the patriarchal societies that created them.
The portrayal of women as monstrous often stems from a fear of female
power, sexuality, and the perceived threat they pose to the established
social order. These monsters, according to Debbie Felton“all spoke to men’s
fear of women’s destructive potential. The myths then, to a certain extent,
fulfil a male fantasy of conquering and controlling the female.”

Women have always been placed within the moral compass of society and
have been assigned roles which they have to perform within the societal
norms.Most of these grotesque and the abhorrent mythological tales of
women monsters represented a cautionary tale of what could happen to
women if they lost their moral compass and expressed their “femininity”.

Medusa: The Gorgon's Curse

Perhaps the most famous female monster in Western literature is Medusa,
one of the three Gorgon sisters. In the original myth, Medusa was a
beautiful maiden who was transformed into a hideous creature by the
goddess Athena after being raped by Poseidon in her temple. Medusa's hair
turned into venomous snakes, and her gaze could turn any living creature
into stone. Medusa’s monstrosity is unwillingly thrust upon her, and the
gods leave her to deal with the consequences.

The myth of Medusa has been interpreted as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of female sexuality. Her transformation from a beautiful woman to
a monstrous creature reflects the idea that female power and desire are
inherently threatening to patriarchal society. Medusa's ability to turn men
to stone with her gaze has been seen as a metaphor for the fear of female
sexuality and the need to control it.Helene Cixous, the French feminist in
her essay “The Laugh of the Medusa” says“You only have to look at the
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Medusa straight on to see her. And she’s not deadly. She’s beautiful and
she’s laughing.”

Lamia, the child slayer

In Greek mythology, Lamia had an affair with Zeus, and as a punishment
Hera either killed her children or made Lamia kill them (traditions vary) —
an act that transformed her into a monstrous child murderer., Lamia’s
“monstrous” qualities are constructed around her gender. Her ability to
slay children is a reversal of the mother-figure that produces life.The
untameable sexuality associated with the female is damning for them and
those around them. She is a fallen woman, devouring men and incapable of
“motherhood”, the greatest role that is assigned to a woman and her
incapability is the final castration that society imposes on her.

Scylla and Charybdis: Monstrous Femininity

Another iconic female monster in Greek mythology is Scylla, a multi-
headed, dog-like creature who resided in a cave, preying on sailors who
passed by. In Homer's Odyssey, Odysseus must choose between facing
Scylla or the whirlpool monster Charybdis, both of which are described as
unambiguously female.

The portrayal of Scylla and Charybdis reflects the idea that female power
and desire are inherently destructive and chaotic. Scylla's monstrous form,
with her multiple heads and dog-like features, represents the fear of female
sexuality and the need to control it.

The Sphinx: Riddles and Ruin

The Sphinx, a winged monster with the head of a woman and the body of a
lion, is another example of a female monster in Greek mythology. In the
myth, the Sphinx terrorised the city of Thebes by posing a riddle to all who
passed by. Those who failed to answer correctly were devoured by the
monster.

Her monstrous form, with the head of a woman and the body of a lion,
represents the fear of female power and the need to control it. The Sphinx's
ability to devour those who fail to solve her riddle reflects the idea that
female desire and power are inherently destructive and chaotic.

Echidna; The Mother of Monsters

In Greek mythology, Echidna was a half-woman, half-snake creature who
was known as the "mother of all monsters.” She was the mate of the
monstrous Typhon and gave birth to many of the most terrifying creatures
in Greek mythology, including the Hydra, Cerberus, and the Chimera.
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Echidna's portrayal as the mother of monsters reflects the idea that female
power and desire are inherently threatening to patriarchal society. Her
ability to give birth to monstrous offspring represents the fear of female
sexuality and the need to control it. The myth of Echidna also reflects the
idea that female power and desire are inherently destructive and chaotic.

Even the mermaids, the image of a beautiful woman with the lower body of
a fish who could cause floods, and would sometimes lure sailors to their
doom with their enchanting songs is a classic example of male power being
subjugated by femininity and so . The sight of a mermaid on a voyage was a
sign of bad luck.

Sirens, like mermaids, used songs to lure sailors to their deaths, and were
also female/animal hybrids. Sirens were giant bird creatures with the head
of awoman.

The three furies were goddesses of vengeance. They could inflict madness
and disease upon their victims. In the Underworld, they were responsible
for the torture of wicked souls.

The portrayal of women as monsters in Greek and Roman mythology
reflects the patriarchal societies that created them. These misogynistic
renditions of femininity only reflect society’s fear of the threat of women's
assertion of femininity and often their identities. These myths often stem
from a fear of female power, sexuality, and the perceived threat they pose
to the established social order. However, in recent years, these female
monsters have been reclaimed by feminist scholars and writers as symbols
of female empowerment and resistance to patriarchal oppression. By
embracing the monstrous qualities of these female figures, we can
challenge the idea that female power and desire are inherently threatening
or destructive. The dehumanisation of women as monsters or their
elevation as goddesses only undermine how women have often been
deprived of their basic identity as humans equal to men and each of these
designations only carried with them their own burdens imposed on
women.
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ACADEMIC FACULTIES

1. Dr. Pratap Banerjee Principal
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
2. Prof. Sukumar Dan Associate Professor

3. Dr. Subham Dastidar Assistant Professor

4. Prof. Mrinal Kanti Roy  State Aided College Teacher
5. Prof. Arnab Ghosh State Aided College Teacher
6. Prof. Sujit Dutta State Aided College Teacher

7. Prof. Paromita Banerjee State Aided College Teacher

Department of English

8. Dr. Abhijit Ghosh Assistant Professor
9. Prof. Soma Biswas Assistant Professor
10. Prof. Amrita Chakraborty State Aided College Teacher

11. Prof. Dibyendu Bhattacharya State Aided College Teacher

12. Prof. Balaka Halder State Aided College Teacher

Department of Mathematics

13. Dr. Biswajit Paul Assistant Professor

14. Prof. Sanjukta Das  State Aided College Teacher
15. Prof. Papiya Ghosh  State Aided College Teacher

16. Prof. Tapa Manna State Aided College Teacher

Department of Physical Education

17. Prof. Amitab Kumar Mondal State Aided College Teacher

18. Prof. Priyatosh Mondal State Aided College Teacher
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Department of Education
19. Prof. Prayosi Adak State Aided College Teacher

20. Prof. Manik Biswas State Aided College Teacher
Department of Philosophy
21. Prof. Mousumi Saha State Aided College Teacher

22. Prof. Subhendu Mondal State Aided College Teacher

Department of Chemistry

23. Dr. Namrata Saha State Aided College Teacher
24. Prof. Rimpa Mondal State Aided College Teacher
25. Prof. Amit kumar De State Aided College Teacher

26. Prof. Somshuddha Marik  State Aided College Teacher

27. Prof. Paromita Halder State Aided College Teacher

Department of Sanskrit

28. Dr. Debalina Ghosh State Aided College Teacher
29. Prof. Sangita Mondal  State Aided College Teacher
30. Prof. Maloy Ghosh State Aided College Teacher

31. Prof. ManidipaModak State Aided College Teacher

Department of Physics

32. Prof. Uday Ghosh State Aided College Teacher

Department of Economics
33. Prof. Dilip Kumar Chatterjee  Associate Professor

34. Prof. Kalachand Sain State Aided College Teacher

Department of Bengali

35. Dr. Asima Halder Assistant Professor
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36. Prof. Partha Chattopadhyay State Aided College Teacher
37. Dr. Susmita Das State Aided College Teacher
Department of Geography

38. Prof. Debapriya Ghosh State Aided College Teacher
39. Prof. Subhasis Biswas State Aided College Teacher

40. Prof. Raju Dutta State Aided College Teacher

Department of Political Science

41. Prof. Dalia Hossain Associate Professor

42. Prof. Hasina khatun State Aided College Teacher
43. Prof. Kheyali Debnath  State Aided College Teacher

44, Prof. Soma Sarkar State Aided College Teacher

Department of History

45. Prof. Akbar Hossain Associate Professor

46. Prof. Biswajit Munda  Assistant Professor

47. Prof. Bani Chatterjee  State Aided College Teacher
48. Prof. Piu Banerjee State Aided College Teacher
49, Prof. Saifudden SK. State Aided College Teacher

50. Prof. Mitali Ghosh State Aided College Teacher

Non Teaching Staff

1. Mr Ajay Bhar - Cashier

2. Mrs Anjali Pramanik - Lady Attendant
3. Mr. Narayan Mandal

4. Mr. Suman Chatterjee

5. Mr. Partha Mukhopadhyay

6. Mrs. Mina Ghosh (Dam)

7. Mr. Supratim Ghosh

8. Mr. Prashanta Mondal
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9. Mr. Suman Nath

10. Mr. Goutam Mondal
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Governing Body: 2021-2022

President of the Governing Body

Shri Shantanu Banerjee

Principal & Secretary of the G.B.

Dr. Pratap Banerjee

State Govt. Nominee

1. Biren Biswas

2. Vacant

Nominee of West Bengal Council of
Higher Education

Prof. Subrata Rana
Assistant Prof. of English
Education

Khalisani Mahavidyalaya

University Nominee

1. Dr. Basudeb Halder
Associate Prof. of Geography
Sarat Centenary College

2.Dr. Shrabanti Banerjee
Associate Professor of
Chemistry

RRR Mahavidyalaya

Teachers’ Representative

1. Prof. Sukumar Dan
Associate Professor of Commerce

2. Vacant

3. Vacant

Non-Teaching Representative
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